
OPEN WITH: Johnny B. Goode (Chuck Berry) 
They say without Chuck Berry, there’d be no rock and roll. And that was one of 
the songs that started it all. Keep your ears open and you’ll hear those great licks 
again and again as we journey through the 60s. 
But the music of the early 60s was more than just a new guitar style. It was all 
about dancing. And the first big dance craze was a little something called the 
Twist. 
Let’s Twist Again (1961) (Chubby Checker) 
And that was just the beginning. There was the Mashed Potato, the Hully Gully, 
the Frug, the Dog, the Monkey, the Pony, the Swim, the Watusi. Those were 
dancing days. So are you ready to dance? Here we go. 
Shake a Tail Feather (Ray Charles) 
Whew. I think we need a little break after that one. Which is OK, because the 60s 
also produced some of the most beautiful ballads of all time. Including this one by 
the Everly Brothers. 
All I Have to Do Is Dream (1958) (Everly Brothers) 
Guys back then weren’t afraid to express their feelings. The late great Otis 
Redding recorded this one back in 1962 on his debut album “Pain in My Heart.”  
These Arms of Mine (1962) (Otis Redding) 
Right around that same time, a little English band was just starting to make a 
name for themselves. In fact, a lot of English bands were coming up then and no 
one was sure who would last and who wouldn’t – The Dave Clark Five, Herman’s 
Hermits, Peter & Gordon, Chad & Jeremy. Most people agree these guys won. 
I Saw Her Standing There (Beatles) 
Another English band from that time – Gerry and the Pacemakers – also hailed 
from Liverpool and had the same manager and record producer as the Beatles. 
And they had an unlikely hit with this cover of a Broadway show tune that also 
became a football anthem. 
You’ll Never Walk Alone (Gerry & the Pacemakers) 
Meanwhile, on the other side of the pond, a Southern California band was 
celebrating a different kind of sport. Remember those Chuck Berry licks? So did 
the Beach Boys. 
Surfin USA (1963) (Beach Boys) 
One of the most distinctive voices of the 60s belonged to a passionate singer-
songwriter from Texas. Between 1960 and 1964, he had 22 top forty hits. This is 
one of his best. 
Oh, Pretty Woman (1964) (Roy Orbison) 
And you can’t talk about the 60s without talking about Motown and all the great 
groups that came out of the Motor City – Detroit, Michigan. The Supremes, The 



Marvelettes, The Four Tops, The Miracles, and the Tempations. While Roy 
Orbison was singing about a pretty woman, the Temps were singing about a very 
special girl. 
My Girl (1964) (Temptations) 
LEADER: And you can’t talk about Motown without talking about the main man, 
Marvin Gaye. 
BAND MEMBER: Yeah? Where’d you hear that? 
LEADER: What do you mean, where’d I hear it? 
BAND MEMBER: I’m just wondering how you knew. 
LEADER: I’ll tell you. 
I Heard It through the Grapevine (1967) (Marvin Gaye) 
The 60s was the golden age of rhythm and blues. Marvin Gaye, Otis Redding. 
And the “wicked” Wilson Pickett, who had his big breakthrough in 1965 with this 
million-selling hit. 
In the Midnight Hour (1965) (Wilson Pickett) 
That same year, something very different was going on out by Highway 61. Bob 
Dylan started out as part of the big folk revival in the United States. But by 1965, 
the man rated #2 on Billboard’s 100 greatest artists of all time was finding a 
different direction. Not all of his fans were happy about it. But he went on to 
change the face of popular music. 
Like a Rolling Stone (1965) (Bob Dylan) 
The Beach Boys started it, but by the mid-60s, the Southern California sound 
wasn’t just about girls, cars and surfing (not that there’s anything wrong with 
that). The Mamas and the Papas might have had more on their minds, but they 
still dreamed the same dream. 
California Dreaming (1965) (Mamas and Papas) 
Another band out of Southern California featured a former UCLA film student 
who became one of the first bad boys of rock and roll. Their first single became a 
smash hit and opened the door to the age of psychedelic rock. 
Light My Fire (1967) (Doors) 
And speaking of psychedelic rock, at about the same time the Doors were 
lighting up America, three English musicians got together to form rock’s first 
supergroup. They called themselves “Cream,” because they were the cream of 
the crop. And this was their biggest hit. 
Sunshine of Your Love (1967) (Cream) 
Some bands named themselves to indicate that they were best. Others named 
themselves after controversial early twentieth-century German novels. But when 
Steppenwolf sang about taking you on a magic carpet ride, you knew what they 
meant. 



Magic Carpet Ride (1968) (Steppenwolf) 
But not every band in the late 60s was along for the psychedelic magic carpet 
ride. Though they were dismissed at the time for being a manufactured group – 
the “Pre-fab Four” – everyone from John Lennon to U2 loved them. Ladies and 
Gentlemen, the Monkees! 
I’m a Believer (1966) (Monkees) 
Another band going its own way at the time was Procul Harem (named after 
someone’s cat, by the way), who were pioneers of progressive rock. This may be 
a good thing or a bad thing. But their biggest hit, which is inspired by the music  
of . . . Bach, became the most played-record in the UK. 
Whiter Shade of Pale (1967) (Procol Harum) 
Hey, I want to ask you a question. Are you experienced? The guy who wrote this 
next song was. And even though he was only around for a few years, everyone 
agrees he was the #1 rock guitarist of all time. This is for Jimi. 
The Wind Cries Mary (1967) (Jimi Hendrix) 
The 60s were mostly about rock, but there was a lot going on over in Nashville 
too. The Man in Black, Johnny Cash, and June Carter had a big hit with this one 
in 1967. A little something for the country fans out there. 
Jackson (1967) (Johnny Cash & June Carter) 
Along with music, the 60s were also a great time for movies. Anybody remember 
“The Graduate”? Even if you don’t, I’ll bet you know the name of at least one 
character in the movie. Here’s a little something to refresh your memory. 
Mrs. Robinson (1968) (Simon & Garfunkle) 
That was by Paul Simon, one of the great singer-songwriters of that era (and still 
going strong). Another songwriter was responsible for some of the Monkees’ 
biggest hits, and he had a few of his own as well—even if he wasn’t the world’s 
best singer. Like a lot of the songs in the 60s, this one’s about a girl. 
Sweet Caroline (1969) (Neil Diamond) 
So here we are in 1968, almost the end of the decade. And suddenly a new band 
appeared on the horizon, with a new sound. You could call it roots rock, country 
rock, swamp rock . . . Whatever it was, it was damn good. 
Proud Mary/Bad Moon Rising (1969) (CCR) 
Creedence Clearwater were just getting started in 1968, but some other groups 
had been turning out one great song after another for 5 or 6 years and were as 
popular as ever. These guys, for example – sometimes known as the World’s 
Greatest Rock and Roll Band. 
Jumpin Jack Flash (1968) (Rolling Stones) 
There’s another guy we haven’t heard from yet. He was pretty big for awhile, 
then he started making movies in the mid-60s and kind of disappeared. Then in 



1969, he made a spectacular comeback and reminded people that he really was 
the King of Rock and Roll. You can call him Elvis. 
Suspicious Minds (1969) (Elvis Presley) 
To conclude our journey, we’ll go back to the band that, as much as anyone, 
defined the 60s. They would barely survive into the 70s, but before they broke 
up, they gave us one of the great anthems of the rock era. Thanks for joining us 
on this magical mystery tour. And feel free to sing along. 
Hey Jude (1968) (Beatles) 
 
ENCORE: Higher and Higher (Jackie Wilson) 


